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December 11, 1968

The Honorable Sheldon S. Cohen
Commissioner, Internal Revenue
Internal Revenue Service
1111 Constitution Ave., N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20224
Dear Mr. Cohen:

The Institute's Tax Division has on
several past occasions written to you and met with you
regarding the problem of taxpayers requesting extensions
of time for filing individual income tax returns.
There are several factors contributing to
the request for extensions of time and recently one has
come to our attention which we feel certain can be
relieved without undue difficulty.
We refer specifically to the late receipt
by taxpayers of information returns (Forms 1099 and 1087)
with respect to payments of dividends and interest.

Taxpayers who do not receive these forms
on time naturally delay compiling and remitting the
balance of their tax information to their professional
advisors. This has the effect of seriously shortening the
available time for return preparation. It places enormous
workload burdens on practitioners who in turn must in
some instances request extensions of filing time from the
Service.

We feel that the law contains sufficient pro
vision for preventing this situation.
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We submit that prior to January 1, 1969,
Revenue Service should give widespread
publicity to the existence of the statutory
and the Service’s intention to enforce
filing deadlines for Forms 1099 and 1087.

The Service and the Institute have achieved
through much effort a workable arrangement with respect
to the workload problem of CPA-tax practitioners and
requests for extensions of time for filing. We believe
this additional step by the Service would help the
current situation.
Sincerely,

William T. Barnes,
Chairman, Division of
Federal Taxation

